
“(Our) Blood is Thicker than the Water that Separates Us!”

When I was elected 11th President of Oakwood 
on November 1, 2010, one of the things I shared 
with the Oakwood University Board of Trustees 
was a vision for globalizing the rich history and 
mission of Oakwood University, by structuring 
sustainable part-
nerships around 
the world. 

Having worked at 
our other two GC 
institutions, Loma 
Linda and An-
drews Universities, 
I dreamed of an 
Oakwood whose 
rich academic, cul-
tural, and person-
nel offerings could be internationalized, formal-
ized, and organized by linking to peoples around 
the world.  Thus, as part of Vision 20/20, we 
are globalizing the Oakwood Mission by creat-
ing partners around the world.  We must be an 
international presence in the work of faith-based 
education.
 
Sunday, January 30, 2012, will go down as a red-
letter date in the history of Oakwood University.  
At a called meeting, initiated by your Oakwood 
University administration, 30 attendees – board 

chairs, division presidents, university presidents, 
vice-chancellors, and academic officers from 
the continent of Africa – met for ten hours on 
the beautiful campus of Adventist University 
of Africa in Nairobi, Kenya, and established a 
new organization: The Consortium of African 

Adventist Univer-
sities and Partners, 
or CAAUP (pro-
nounced
“kawp”). 

Founding CAAUP 
member institu-
tions are Oakwood 
University, Adven-
tist University of 
Africa, Northern 
Caribbean Univer-

sity, University of the Southern Caribbean, Bab-
cock University, University of Eastern Africa, 
Valley View University, Solusi University, Hel-
derburg College, Bugema University, Adventist 
University of Central Africa, Ethiopian Adven-
tist College, Adventist University Zurcher, Ad-
ventist University of Lukanga, and the Univer-
sity of Arusha.  

Oakwood University was voted to serve as the 
anchor organization for the Consortium, with 
the OU President of Oakwood University serv-
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ing as its chair; Dr. Garland Dulan, OU’s Vice Presi-
dent for Academic Affairs, will serve as a CAAUP 
Board member and as its special liaison to the Gen-
eral Conference Department of Education.

What is the Purpose of CAAUP?  
The purpose of the consortium is to develop mem-
ber institutions’ faculty capacity to deliver excel-
lence in the ministry of education to every student 
who enters an Adventist university belonging to the 
consortium.  CAAUP will do the following: 1) Fa-
cilitate international teaching, research, and service 
opportunities for faculty within the Consortium; 2) 
Enable global partnerships between member insti-
tutions; and 3) Provide a culturally-competent and 
comprehensive faculty development experience for 
participating faculty.

Additionally, CAAUP will expand the capacity of 
member universities by resourcing our faculty with 
the skills needed to deliver exceptional education-
al ministry to the students matriculating in these 
CAAUP institutions.

When do we begin? 
The aggressive plan of action is to begin the exchange 
of faculty in the Fall Semester of 2012, and at the 
latest, Spring Semester of 2013. 

In the meantime, there is a lot of organizational in-
frastructure that is being done – e.g., by-laws con-
struction, Memorandums of Understanding, etc.  

Please keep this new organization in your prayers.  



I dreamed of an 
Oakwood whose rich 
academic, cultural, and 
personnel offerings could 
be internationalized, for-
malized, and organized 
by linking to peoples 
around the world.



partnerships

“By 2020, a consortium of Afri-
can-American, Afro-Caribbean, 
Afro-Latino, and Continental 
African Universities comple-
ments DEEP (Diversity Educa-
tional Exchange Program) with 
DEFT (Diversity Exchange for 
Faculty Teaching). The inno-
vative PACCU* (Pan-African 
Consortium of Colleges and 
Universities) allows Oakwood’s 
faculty to spend selected semes-
ters and many summers in re-
search, teaching and/or service 
to international students and 
communities.

PACCU also cross fertilizes our 
OU faculty, staff, and student 
body by bringing an illustrious 
array of international scholars 
to teach on the Oakwood cam-
pus. PACCU began with ac-
tive affiliations and articulation 
agreements among our sister 
universities at the historic 2011 
Spring Council which was held 
on Oakwood’s 1200 acre cam-
pus. By 2020, as part of faculty 
development, our Pan-African 
Consortium of Colleges and 
Universities, with its DEFT 
program, allows Oakwood’s su-

perbly trained faculty to teach at  
sister institutions in Jamaica, 
Haiti, Trinidad and Tobago, Ke-
nya, Nigeria, Costa Rica, Pan-
ama, Honduras, Uganda, and 
Tanzania.”

2012 DEEP Retreat

Excerpt from President Pollard’s 
“Vision 20/20” address on January 29, 2011.

note to readers: 
In 2012, PACCU was re-named the 
“Consortium of African Adventist 
Universities and Partners,” or CAAUP.


